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transition we want to see emerging in Europe.” He adds that “These bene�ts are, however, threatened by the
European Parliament’s current proposal requiring all power generators to be ‘balancing responsible’ and
the blanket removal of priority dispatch.”

The proposal is part of the response of the important ITRE committee in the European Parliament to the
European Commission’s Clean Energy Package (CEP), in particular the Electricity Market Design

regulation.

Small-scale renewable and high e�ciency cogeneration installations are generally run by private
consumers, households, communities, farmers, cooperatives or SMEs and bene�t the local economy, notes
the campaign. “However, European power markets are mostly not yet �t for small installations. Removing the

balancing responsibility exemptions and priority dispatch will result in disproportionate costs and technical and

administrative burdens.”

“Keeping the priority dispatch and access regimes for small installations as proposed by the European

Commission is fundamental for empowering energy consumers and boosting investments in local sustainable and

e�cient energy solutions“, indicated Hans Korteweg, Managing Director of COGEN Europe.

In short, what sounds like a sympathetic idea, a “Small is Beautiful” movement, is in fact, an ordinary, if
cleverly named,  Brussels lobbying initiative.
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Heat pumps in Europe show record growth

November 14, 2017

“When collecting heat pump data for 2016, we got increasingly optimistic”, write the authors of the latest
European Heat Pump and Statistics Report 2017, which was released on 7 November.

“For the 3rd year in a row, heat pump markets across Europe have grown, by 12% in 2016, to be exact”, the two
author write in the introduction to the report.
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The report itself, however, notes that “European heat pump sales grew by 13% in 2016 – the second double-

digit growth in a row and the fourth consecutive year of market uptake.”

“With 999,682 units sold across Europe a new sales record has been achieved and is soon expected to pass the 1

million mark”, notes the report. “Assuming a life expectancy of approx. 20 years this brings the European heat

pump stock to almost 9.5 million units. With approximately 244 million residential buildings in Europe, the heat

pump market share in the building stock is about 4%.”

Heat pump market growth is mainly in�uenced by three trends, the European Heat Pump Association

writes:

From a technology perspective todays heat pumps can cover a wider temperature range. They still operate at

-25°C and they increasingly often provide hot water at 65°C in an e�cient manner. That enables their

deployment in a much larger share of buildings than a decade ago. Hybrid systems enable heat pumps even

in the renovation segment. 

The need to accelerate the energy transition also in the heating and cooling sector moves heat pumps to the

centre of attention of policy makers. Legislation passed in the past 8 years is now transposed in all member

states and it starts to show impact. Building standards limit maximum heat demand per m2, mandate the

integration of renewable energy and favour smart buildings. This is often substantiated by institutional and

�nancial subsidies that make market development easier.

Continuously larger and increasing sales numbers result in lower cost. Economies of scale are materialising

on the component and the product level. The fast decline of production cost of PV systems in�uences also the

heating market: using self-produced electricity in a buildings heat pump system provides a very low cost

energy source. Additional bene�ts like demand response services provided to the grid (which could become a

business model and provide an income for their providers) are on the horizon, but have not yet materialised.

The country with the largest number of heat pumps is France, as shown in this table:

To order the full report, you can follow this link.


